SUNSHINE CITIES OF BULGARIA
Duration: 7 days, 6 overnights

Recommended season: April-October

You spend 3 overnights in the capital of Bulgaria- Sofia and 3 overnights in the second biggest town – Plovdiv, in a 2 star hotel or in a private house to explore the variety of their city life, heritage and entertainments. 

Sofia - ancient and new. Ancient because of its eternal cultural heritage and new because it is constantly evolving with the time, constantly changing with the pulse of modern times, a witness of countless historical events and a stage for the development of modern culture.

You have time to relax, walking along the streets and beautiful green parks, experiencing the local way of life.

From the first moment of your stay you can start visiting the highlights of Sofia heritage: the Roman relics, hidden in the central underground passages, the historical churches of St. Sophia, St. George, St. Petka of the Saddlers and St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral, all located in the city centre.

If you are amuseum goer – you have a great number of choices: The National History museum at the foothills of Vitosha mountain, the National Archeological museum with some fine Gold collection from Thracian time; the Crypt with the best Bulgarian icons; the National Ethnographic museum and the National Arts gallery, all off them in the city central squares.

Going out and entertainment:

The entertainment in Sofia goes on 24/7 – sunny and relaxing cafes, cozy and delicious restaurants during the day; clubs, discos open all night – the party never ends... at an affordable price

Vitosha mountain - Just a half-an-hour drive from Sofia, the Vitosha mountain is a walkers’ paradise with its mixed forests, beautiful flowers and birdlife. 
The stone rivers (Zlatnite mostove) are worth visiting.

Sofia surroundings:

Half-day tour:

Boyana church (11th c.)- the first Renaissance painting in the world history (in the list of UNESCO)
Dragalevski Monastery (14th c.) - Dragalevski monastery is a peaceful spot enshrouded by beech woods, at the skirts of Vitosha Mountain

Zemen monastery (14th c.)  – Hidden in the lovely river Iskar gorge, the Zemen monastery preserves the finest surviving medieval frescoes.

Full-day tour:

Rila Monastery (10th c.), 2 hours drive south from Sofia – the monastery is a holy place for all Bulgarians, because it preserved their pride, national identity, faith and hope through the centuries.

Plovdiv – Located on seven hills, Plovdiv is one of the oldest and most charming cities in Europe, where remains of Ancient, Mediaeval, Revival and modern cultures coexist.

Beautiful, hospitable and friendly – Plovdiv can offer a lot to its visitors: traces of historical and cultural heritage, places of interest, entertainment, peaceful parks, charming atmosphere.

Old Town – you have to see the Old Town of Plovdiv, walk along its cobbled streets, sit for a while on a bench under the sun, enjoy the bellevue of the town from the Roman theatre in order to understand its magic and attractiveness.

Walking on foot along the Main street, bordered by shops, cafes and clubs, mingling with the crowd or relaxing in the Town garden is an experience not to be missed.

For the sightseeing sites lovers there are: Balabanova House, Hindilian House, Ethnographical Museum, St Konstantin and Elena Church and Virgin Mary Cathedral in the Old Town; Archaeological museum and St Marina Church in downtown Plovdiv.

Going out and entertainment:

Plovdiv’s social life is lively and never-ending: concerts in the open air; the theatre, the opera, the countless cafes, restaurants, bars and night clubs will not leave you bored or lonely... go on, try them

Plovdiv surroundings:

Half-day tours to:

Bachkovo Monastery (12th c.), half an hour drive south of Plovdiv. 

Town of Hissarya – one hour drive north of Plovdiv. The town is slotted with Roman walls and remains. It is famous also with its mineral baths. Why not go for a swim in a mineral water pool?

Starossel Thracian Cult Complex (4th c. BC) – one-hour drive north west of Plovdiv. You can take the chance to peek into the secrets of a little known civilization.

One-day tour:

Koprivshtitsa – two-hour drive northeast from Plovdiv. The museum town of Koprivshtitsa looks too lovely to be real. Over two hundred authentic houses, excellent examples of the Bulgarian Revival architecture (18th - 19th c.), have survived through the centuries.

Price: 

108 GBP per person in double room

29 GBP supplement for single room
Price includes: 

- 6 overnights with breakfast

- transfers from/to point of arrival to/from hotel

- ticket Sofia-Plovdiv_sofia by bus or train

Price does not include:

- flight tickets

- lunches, dinners, drinks

- insurance

- entrance fees

- guiding

Options for guided tours by car and minibus:

(prices are valid for a minimum of 3 persons):

Half-day tour: 25 GBP per person (entrance fees not included)

Full-day tour: 45 GBP per person (entrance fees not included)
NOTE: All services are provided upon confirmed reservation

